The case has few parallels in the annals of medicine, albeit enough instances of the sort have been recorded by physicians to establish beyond all doubt that deaths have been similarly caused before.
Billups belonged to a class of physical idiocrats popularly known as "bleeders"?a person, as the word implies, affected with a predisposition to bleed. That blood lacks the peculiar property that causes coagulation. Hence, the slightest wounds are dangerous to their lives, for once a flow of blood is started, to check it is almost impossible.
That the boy belonged to this class; his mother, Mrs. Robert R. Billups, and his grandfather, Major Houston, were aware.
Some years ago a brother of his sustained a slight cut on the index finger, and the only way in which the resulting loss of the vital fluid could be stopped was 
